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ABOUT THE OVERDOSE RESPONSE STRATEGY*

The ORS is a nationally coordinated, cross-sector collaboration between public health and public 
safety. The mission of the ORS is to help communities reduce fatal and non-fatal drug overdoses 
by connecting public health and public safety agencies, sharing information and supporting 
evidence-based interventions.

ORS Program Goals:
1.    Share data systems to inform rapid and effective community overdose prevention efforts

2.    Support immediate, evidence-based response efforts that can directly reduce overdose deaths

3.    Design and use promising strategies at the intersection of public health and public safety

4. Support the implementation of evidence-informed prevention strategies that can reduce substance 
use and overdose

*ORS acknowledges that all data is shared voluntarily by data owners in advance of public release and can be preliminary and 
incomplete. ORS does not own or manage any of the data presented.
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Presenters in September webinar included:

Joshua DeBord, PhD, Senior Scientist
The Center for Forensic Science Research and Education (CFSRE)

Joseph J Palamar, MPH, PhD, Deputy Director
National Drug Early Warning System (NDEWS)
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Items of Interest
ED visits for all-drug suspected non-fatal overdoses have been increasing in the first six months of 2025, but….

4Source: CDC Dashboard
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Items of Interest, cont.

That increase isn’t being impacted as much by Virginia ED visits, where suspected all-drug non-fatal 
overdose ED visits for Jan-Jun 2025 are at a rate of ~44.5 for every 10,000 total ED visits.
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Items of Interest, cont.
VDH info about Medetomidine locally: 

• In 2023, the number of items was 33, 
originating from the Central, Eastern and 
Northern regions, in powder and solid 
forms, with one seen in a capsule. 85% of 
those seen with xylazine.

• In 2024, the number of samples increased 
up to 62, with submissions from all regions 
and was seen in powder and solid forms, 
69% contained xylazine. 

• From January - July 2025, the number of 
Items again increased to 256, with 
submissions coming from all regions. In 
addition to powder and solid forms, we also 
saw it in tablets. 48% that also contained 
Xylazine. Also seen combined with: Fentanyl, 
Cocaine, para-fluorofentanyl, Heroin, 
Methamphetamine, Bromazolam, 
Promethazine, Tramadol, and one instance 
with Morphine.



7

Items of Interest, cont.
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Items of Interest, cont.
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Items of Interest, cont.



Items of Interest, cont.
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PINK COCAINE/TUSI:
Online discussions center on its inconsistent effects and ingredients. Reddit 
users report it’s usually a highly variable mixture of various substances 
including MDMA, ketamine, caffeine, ‘bath salts’, fentanyl and/or other 
opioids. Frequently mentioned as a recreational substance especially in 
rave settings.

7-OH:
Online discussions report that 7-OH provides subjective effects similar to 
prescription opioids. Some Reddit users report developing a ‘dependence’ 
within just 2 weeks of use along with severe and long-lasting withdrawal 
symptoms. Users reported that single doses can be highly potent. Some 
report they purchased 7-OH for chronic pain management. 
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