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ABOUT THE OVERDOSE RESPONSE STRATEGY (ORS)*

The ORS is a nationally coordinated, cross-sector collaboration between public health and public 
safety. The mission of the ORS is to help communities reduce fatal and non-fatal drug overdoses by 
connecting public health and public safety agencies, sharing information and supporting evidence-
based interventions.

ORS Program Goals:
1.    Share data systems to inform rapid and effective community overdose prevention efforts

2.    Support immediate, evidence-based response efforts that can directly reduce overdose deaths

3.    Design and use promising strategies at the intersection of public health and public safety

4.  Support the implementation of evidence-informed prevention strategies that can reduce substance use 
and overdose

*ORS acknowledges that all data is shared voluntarily by data owners in advance of public release and can be preliminary and incomplete. ORS does not own or 
manage any of the data presented.
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May 2026 ORS-TAT Presenters
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Aegis Sciences Corporation
Joshua Schrecker, Pharm.D., Senior Director, Clinical Affairs
Identifying and Reporting Emerging Drug Use Trends in Ambulatory Chronic Pain and Behavioral Health 
Populations

Aegi s Sciences Corporation provides evidence-based, actionable insights on medication compliance and substance 
use through definitive testing of urine, oral fluid, or blood specimens. Sr. Director Schrecker presented an overview of 
emerging trends among individuals using illicit substances including those entering treatment and other clinical 
settings.

The Center for Forensic Science Research and Education (CFSRE)
Joshua DeBord, PhD, Senior Scientist
Midwest & MidAtlantic USA Drug Trends: Chemometric Analysis of Qualitative and Quantitative Data

Dr. DeBord provided an overview of CFSRE's efforts in identifying novel psychoactive substances (NPS) and monitoring 
drug trends to address the overdose crisis. His presentation incorporates findings from both public and private 
laboratories nationwide including the analysis of biological and drug samples to detect controlled substances and 
emerging compounds. He also highlighted how CFSRE’s collaboration with public health, law enforcement, forensic 
science, and customs agencies tracks and understands evolving drug threats across the United States.



As of April 2026, reported overdose deaths declined 
17% (~14,000 fewer deaths) for the 12-month period 
ending in November 2025 compared to November 
2024, reflecting the continued downward trend from 
the 2023 peak. However, regional variation remains, 
with parts of the Western U.S. trending upward.  
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Fentanyl detection has declined in the Midwest and South regions by just over 30%; but increased 
in the West Region, up just over 10%.
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Designer benzodiazepines, like bromazolam and 
clonazolam, are being increasingly detected in 
overdose cases, impaired driving, counterfeit pills 
and polysubstance exposures.



8

Illicit fentanyl remains the primary 
driver of opiate overdoses in the US.

Cychlorphine is ~10x more potent than 
fentanyl; may require multiple naloxone 
doses to reverse overdose with possible 
need for additional emergency care and 
airway support. 
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[MA]=Mid-Atlantic
[MW]=Midwest

For the Mid-
Atlantic region, 
they are seeing 
more 
medetomidine and 
local anesthetics 
but decreasing 
amounts of 
carfentanil.

For the Midwest 
Region, they are 
seeing 
diphenhydramine 
and frequent 
detection of 
nitazene and 
orphine analogs.



This heat map for the Mid-Atlantic region demonstrates noteworthy drug combinations at the end of 2025 
and start of 2026. For example, fentanyl is frequently seen with 4-ANPP, medetomidine and lidocaine and 
is also being seen, just less frequently, mixed with procaine and caffeine.  
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***Insights from Henrico County Police Department (HPD)***

HPD has seen an increase in methamphetamine (crystal and counterfeit 
ecstasy MDMA pills that are testing positive for methamphetamine; aka 

they’re pressed methamphetamine powder). 



APPENDIX
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Link to register for future 
ORS TAT Webinars:

ORS TAT Webinar Series Registration Link

QUESTIONS?

May2026_ORSTAT
_Slides

May2026_ORSTAT
_Summary

https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_DH1huu9XTXmEhQqBETKS1w#/registration
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